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HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES. 

Newports News. — There is a grant dated April 20, 1685, to Hon. 
"William Cole, Esq. [Secretary of the Colony of Virginia], for 1,431 
acres, of which 1,217 was situated in Warwick county, and 216, 
the remainder, in Elizabeth City county, commonly called Newports 
News, " according to the most ancient and lawful bounds thereof, 
being all that can be found upon an exact survey of 2,500 acres, 
formerly granted to Daniel Gookin, Esq., except 250 acres, form- 
erly conveyed and made over to the said Gookin." And the said 
Daniel Gookin conveyed the aforesaid 1,431 acres to John Chan- 
dler, who sold the same to Captain Benedict Stafford, from whom 
the said land was found to escheat by a jury April 3, 1684, and is 
since granted to Col. William Cole and Capt. Roger Jones, but now 
belongs to Col. William Cole, to whom Jones made over his part. 

About 1790 Newports News was owned by Col. William Digges, 
who was a descendant from Colonel Cole's daughter, Susannah, 
who married Dudley Digges. 

Newports News is now by legislative act wholly in Warwick 
county. 

Wiatt v. Btjckneb (Chancery Papers in Williamsburg, Clerk's 
office). This is a suit between John Wiatt, Jr., of Prince William 
county, who says that in 1767 he left Gloucester county, where he 
previously resided, to dwell in Prince William. John Buckner was 
a lawyer, who resided in Gloucester. The suit was instituted in 
1787, about some unsettled accounts. The depositions of Philip 
Tabb, Sir John Peyton and Conquest Wiatt, with their autograph 
signatures, are filed in the suit. Conquest Wiatt states that in 
1766 he removed from Gloucester to Cumberland county. At the 
the time of the affidavit, Conquest Wiatt was in Prince William 
county. In June, 1790, the suit abated by reason of the defend- 
ant's death, and shortly after was revived against Dorothy Buck- 
ner, his wife. 

Burgess, Charles. — Information wanted. When did Charles 
Burgess (or Burges?) come to America? Was he related to the 
Rev. Henry John Burges, spoken of by Bishop Meade in his Old 
Ministers, Churches and Families of Virginia ? Are the several 
Burges families in Virginia all descended from one common ances- 
tor ? Perhaps the author of the articles on the Armistead Family 
can throw some light on this subject. — Richard F. Burges, Ml Paso, 
Texas. 

Smith. — Mrs. Nannie S. Carrington, of Richmond, Va., sends a 



258 William and Maey College Quaetebly. 

copy of the will of her greatgrandfather, Capt. Thomas Smith, of 
Gloucester (but in that part now known as Matthews county). He 
was father of the two Phi Beta Keppa students (Captain) Thomas 
Smith, and (Bev.) Armistead Smith. See Quaetebly, Vol. IV., p. 
245. An abstract of the will is as follows: 

" I, Thomas Smith, of the Parish of Kingston, in the county of 
Gloucester," etc. ; one-third of his estate to be laid off for the sup- 
port of his wife, Ann Smith, during her life, desiring her to live 
with my son, Thomas, in the mansion house, and after her death, 
the third of my negroes be divided between my two sons, Thomas 
and Armistead Smith; to son Thomas my manor plantation, land 
on Horn Harbor Creek, purchased of Gregory Iverson, and land on 
East Eiver, purchased of William Tabb and Thomas Iverby, and 
forty-two acres purchased of Balph Culley, and all the stock, etc.j 
on them, etc., with an equal share in the remaining two-thirds of 
his negroes with his brother Armistead, and his two sisters, Susan- 
nah and Elizabeth. To son, Armistead Smith, that tract pur- 
chased of George William Plummet, with his share of the negroes 
as above. And to daughters Susannah Smith and Elizabeth Buck- 
ner, an equal proportion with their two brothers in the negroes ; 
but should my daughter Susannah die without children, her share 
in the negroes to go equally to her brothers and sister aforesaid; 
all debts due me to be divided between my two sons; and my 
daughter Ann Armistead's, children, to have what I gave her in her 
lifetime. Sons Thomas and Armstead Smith, executors. Dated 
February 11, 1789 Teste: Anthony Morton, Eichard Armistead." 

Madison.— Page 116. "Letitia Madison, born March, 1802," 
should read, " Letitia Madison, born March 30, 1808." 

Peivate Tutoe Wanted. — " I want immediately a private tutor. 
He must be well recommended for sobriety and good temper. He 
must be capable of teaching the dead languages and the different 
branches of science. I wish him to teach the French tongue 
also, and as to his politics they will not be objected to; but I 
should greatly prefer a sound Eepublican. His wages will be 
handsome, and his accommodation pleasant." — John Tylee, Green- 
way, Charles City, July 9, 1800. [From the Examiner.] 

Willis vs. Nicholson (Chancery Papers at Williamsburg). — The 
summons to begin this suit is dated 1798. Mary Willis, daughter 
of Francis Willis, deceased, by her guardian, John Willis, sued 
Mary Nicholson, her father's sister, about some slaves left by 
Francis Willis. About January, 1785, Mary Nicholson was mar- 
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ried to Joshua Nicholson, who removed to Goochland county, and 
died about 1794 or '95. The complainant was but eight years old 
in 1798, and was the youngest child of Francis Willis, deceased. 

Willis vs. Willis (Chancery Papers in Williamsburg). — Francis 
Willis brought suit against his brother John Willis, executor of 
his father Francis Willis, at September term, 1799. He states 
that in 1764 his grandfather, known then as "Francis Willis the 
younger, of Gloucester," conveyed to Walter King, of Bristol, 
England, places in Gloucester known as "McGregor's," "Drum 
Point," "Sandy Quarter," and the "Home house," sixty slaves, 
two hundred and sixty head of cattle, one hundred sheep, to se- 
cure twenty-five hundred pounds sterling, originally due to one 
John Pratt, of Chelsea, Great Britain. This land, with the mort- 
gage, descended to his father, Francis Willis, who made his will 
August 2, 1796, and died before December 4, 1797, leaving nine 
children : Francis, eldest son John, Nancy, and six others. 

Drummond. — William Drummond, in 1648, received a lease for 
twenty-five acres of the Governor's land in James City county, at 
the annual rent of one barrel of Indian corn delivered at the State 
House in James City. (Land Register.) This " Governor's land " 
consisted of three thousand acres, set apart for the office in 1619, 
by instructions to Sir George Yeardley. In 1666 William Drum- 
mond got into a quarrel with the Governor, Sir William Berkeley, 
about it. (Hening, IX, 253 ; Bobinsone's Abstracts.) Drummond 
was Governor of North Carolina, and was hanged for taking part 
with Bacon. His wife was Sarah, and their issue was five chil- 
dren. One oi these was Sarah, who married Hon. Samuel Swann, 
first of Virginia, and then of North Carolina. Another was Eliza- 
beth (died 1699), whose tombstone is now at Green Spring, James 
City county. A third was probably John Drummond, a justice of 
Accomac in 1696; while a fourth child was certainly William 
Drummond, of James City, messenger of the House of Burgesses 
in 1692-93 (Quarterly, V., page 137) and a justice of James City. 
(Perry's Hist. Coll. Va.) He died September 20, 1723, in New 
Kent county, Va. (St. Peter's Parish Eegister.) In 1756 Wil- 
liam Drummond, doubtless a son of the last, was sergeant-at-arms 
of the House of Burgesses. His descent is shown by his living on 
the same spot where William Drmmmond the rebel had resided. 
(Deed.) Then his son was doubtless William Drummond, of 
James City, who married Rachel Tyler. He had no issue. A 
John Drummond, who had served in the war of 1812, died at 
Yorktown January 9, 1824. 



